Minutes of  meeting 14 June 2005.

Those attending: Amy Spendrath, Lori Letola, Suzie Chauvin, Alex Rosson, Lori Veltri, Chris Dale, Michelle Mower, Tara De Andrea, Lisa Bridges, Brandie Frye, David Henry, Debbie Kropp, Michelle Onorato Nigs Digby

Purpose of meeting: 

· Discuss ways to facilitate relationship between parent and school

· Prepare an agenda before the start of school

Amy sent out a survey of the events of 2004/5 to get feedback from parents.  Here are the results of out discussion on the fundraising activities.

Gift Wrap: we’ll do a flyer but get parents to participate on line.

Candle Sales: we’ll offer a booth at the Winter Carnival

Garage Sale: we’ll coordinate this with the Autumn Creek garage sale (November) Lori Veltri to action.

Coffee Hour: A success, but will probably change the date

Student Books: parents love them , teachers are less enthusiastic, they are time consuming. More parent input needed next year.

Art Extravaganza: Should it be a fundraiser? $15 was thought to be  a reasonable fee for the art work. Maybe parents didn’t understand the event, so it needs to be better publicized, say at Coffee Mornings etc.

Room Mum/Mom: Bonnie introduces this responsibility, but the PTO need to support the room parent with reminders of upcoming events etc. Each class could do with a parent organizing events and a ‘phone parent’ who calls  around, trying to include parents who are less responsive to flyers. Lori Veltri to oversee Upper School and Michelle and Brandi Lower School

Bulletin Board: Maybe we could have one outside the cafeteria with reminders of events etc. 

Winter Carnival: a definite success. Need more publicity in the community.

Penny Drive: enjoyed … we doing it again.

Mardi Gras Run: The aim is for 550 runners in 2006. We need to publicize earlier at St. John’s and UH Clear Lake, both of whom have runs before ours. Chris will fix registration on line. Maybe a prize for the family who refers most runners to the event?

Year Book: Pearle has agreed to do it again. We do make some (not much) money from this. 

Hockey: David said the Arrows offer a kick back on tickets if they go up and sing the National Anthem. David to action.

School Programs: Program Director suggested these activities

· My Travel Journal… send a booklet around to family members/friends in different States/countries to learn about different places.

· Wild Flower Song… we learn the song and scatter the seeds around the school

· Bay Area Ballet…will come and do a performance for  the children

· Field Trip…Brazos Bend State Park will do an exhibit and a teaching day for children

· Ben Franklin/Washington?

· POA from NASA

· Story tellers Friendswood Library

· Writers in Schools is a non-profit org in Houston who visit schools

· Lawyers for Literacy will send a visitor to talk about what lawyers do (Linda Brown)

· Fire Brigade could visit ( Suzie’s neighbor may have a link)

· DARE program ( anti- drugs)

Parent Directory: Businesses could advertise in the Directory, bringing in more revenue

Awards: It was felt there should have been more collaboration between the PTO and Bonnie. Forgotten Awards include.. Spelling Bee/ Fathers’ Initiative, 

Other Business:  

As the events come up, the Chairs of each committee will report to Amy with their budget. They should inform  Room Moms of the event too. 

We want more signs advertising things such as Coffee Morning. Chris Dale suggested a cheap sign  facility. Also, try to get a board outside cafeteria.

We need an agenda before each meeting  as early as possible. Much more of this will be put online as the year progresses.  

Friendswood Newspaper needs news items by 10th of each month. (Who is our contact?)

Further Dates:

PTO Board Meeting: Monday 20th June at Dr. Lori’s

**Next Committee Chairs Meeting : July 12th at Brandie’s house at 6.30**
New parents Meeting August 13th.  We need old parents to introduce themselves to new parents and to  lift the profile of PTO members. Hopefully getting earlier support and commitment . Lori V to coordinate with us all once she has details from Bonnie.

